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Building Noteworthy Character

A message from our Board President:

We are pleased to announce that the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 was a
fabulous year of artistic and program growth at Milwaukee Children’s Choir
(MCC). Following years of strategic planning, and MCC Founder Emily Holt " ¢ Avew $ = Vi
Crocker's decision that the season ending June 30, 2009 would be her last as || YIRS B ALy ¢
MCC's Artistic Director, in July 2009 MCC invested in its future and the ) N ) N

future of Milwaukee’s youth by hiring its first full-time artistic director— [ - U P 'Y

Carol Storck. Carol's teaching and leadership skills, her energy, and ' P‘& A |

her focus on education, deepened and broadened MCC'’s ; LV AN ,
programming throughout the year. As a result, we made great strides ¥ ¥ ‘:

in furthering our mission “to provide excellent choral music instruction '
and performance experiences that foster creativity, personal
expression, and social growth.”

In order to invest in our future, at the beginning of the 2009-2010 season MCC'’s Board of Directors adopted its first-
ever deficit budget. We had spent years building a reserve, and faced with artistic transition during the worst
recession in recent history, the board unanimously approved a well-reasoned budget allowing for a $25,000 deficit,
with the extra funds to be used on the costs inherent in the change of leadership at a children’s choir.

We are very pleased to report that MCC's fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 was much better than anticipated
financially. Our business plan called for a deficit up to $25,000. When we closed our financial records the year’s
deficit was $9,997. More than half of that was caused by a one-time inventory write-off, but even with that our actual
deficit was 60% less than anticipated. This remarkable achievement was the result of excellent programming,
cost-management, vigorous marketing and recruiting efforts, and strong community support. Belief in MCC’s
mission coupled with hard work made it happen, and we are truly grateful.

We are now in a year equally if not more fiscally challenging. It is also another year of transition. As | write this letter
MCC is finalizing an Executive Director transition: effective November 1 Deborah Patel will retire, and General
Manager Paula Bell will become our second Executive Director. My tenure as Board President also comes to a
close, with Rockwell Automation Controller David Dorgan becoming MCC'’s Board President at today’s Annual
Meeting. | have been honored to serve MCC as Board President these past two years, and am proud to continue
my service to MCC alongside the rest of our dedicated board members. With MCC’s new Songhirds program for
younger children, the addition of small group study for our more advanced singers, and the strengthening of both
our board and staff, we remain committed to providing the best music education and performance experiences for
our choir members. If you haven't been to one of our performances or observed a rehearsal yet, | invite you to
witness our mission in action! And if you have, | hope to see you again soon.

Sincerely,

./.
\ T

Christine Burgener, MCC Board President

WE ARE MCC!

Songbirds e« Prelude Choir « Cantabile « Jubilate « Milwaukee Youth Chorale
Carol Storck, Artistic Director @ Emily Holt Crocker, Founder e Deborah Patel, Executive Director
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Milwaukee Children’s Choir — July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010:

Milwaukee Children's Choir is Southeastern Wisconsin's premiere professional children's choir. We provide children
with exceptional choral music instruction and performance experiences they can get nowhere else in the area. We
are also the "go to" choir for other performing arts groups when their performances call for the voices of children.

MCC education programming — Changes built upon a firm foundation:

The 2009-2010 season was MCC'’s 16t performance season. At the beginning of
the season MCC hired its first full-time artistic director. We now had artistic
leadership with sufficient time to build on 15 years of high quality programming.

As a result, 2009-2010 proved notable both for improved instruction and stellar
performance. Although the basics remained — MCC offered top-notch choral music
education and performance experiences to children grades 1-12 — important
changes were made to education programming.

Artistic Director Carol Storck brought several new members to MCC's artistic team.
They are talented music educators and performers known for their musicianship,
their passion for quality music education, their leadership in the field of music, and
the joy they get from music and teaching children. Director Storck and many of

her team are Kodaly educated, and they immediately began integrating several
key Kodaly concepts into MCC curriculum: singing as the basis for music education; introducing folk music for
beginning singers; using solfege; performing highest quality music; developing the complete musician; and using
sequenced curriculum. As staff prepared for rehearsals, careful attention was paid to each of these concepts, with
marked improvement in MCC curriculum. Throughout the year, Ms. Storck and her team met to discuss MCC’s
programming, and at the close of the season a letter was sent to area music teachers making commitments to
teachers and children (see base of page).

Staff 2009-2010: Artistic Staff: Carol Storck, Artistic Director and Cantare; Amanda Carnahan, Accompanist; Jason Clark,
Milwaukee Youth Chorale; Kristin Dillahunt, Prelude Choir and Cantabile; Jenny Gettel, Jubilate; Maria Koester, Accompanist;
Annemarie Travia, Prelude Choir; Theresa Witt, Cantabile and Prelude/Cantabile Coordinator; Trish Zamora, Prelude,
Harmony Choir, and Cantabile. Production and Administrative Staff: Deborah Patel, Executive Director; Paula Bell, General
Manager; Lorinda Liongson, Office and Volunteer Manager.

Dear Music Teacher,

" Last fall | became the artistic director of the Milwaukee Children’s Choir. | have
v spent the year getting to know the other directors, the organization, its choirs

& and choir members. MCC has a great artistic team and we have reviewed all

| | levels of MCC programming.... After year-long discussions, we are making

iM several commitments to you and the singers you send our way:

e To engage choir members in challenging but age-appropriate learning....

L/ ® To be a part of comprehensive and sequential learning environment
' spanning all school age youth....

~ e To provide our singers with performance experiences they can get
nowhere else....

e To help our singers become self-sufficient and confident musicians....
e To remain committed to the principle that school comes first....
e To never forget to work with the whole child or that choir is a team sport....

Having seen the positive momentum through our work this year, | am very excited to see where our work will take
us next fall. We hope you have a wonderful time finishing your school year. Thank you for all you do for
Milwaukee’s young musicians!

Sincerely, Carol Storck, MCC Artistic Director
(Excerpts from letter dated May 18, 2010. Complete text available through Educators’ page of our website.)




2009-2010 Performances:

J Justinian Society of Lawyer’s Columbus Day Dinner

J Featured guests at the National Orff Convention

J World premiere of Alexandra du Bois’ In Beauty May |
Walk with Present Music

J Holiday Pajama Jamboree with Festival City Symphony

J' Caroling in the community throughout December

J Festival of Winter Spirit (produced by MCC)

J Michael Pink’s The Nutcracker with Milwaukee Ballet

J Martin Luther King Celebration in Uihlein Hall

J Sing-a-Thon at Bayshore Town Center (produced by
MCC)

J Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms with Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra

4 America: All Cultures in Harmony (Roots & Wings
Choral Fesival produced by MCC)

J Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra Ace Concert

J Milwaukee Youth Music Celebration (with MYSO,
Milwaukee Choristers, Master Singers and guest high
school choirs)

J World premiere of Philip Feeney’s score to “Peter Pan,”
choreographed by Michael Pink, with Milwaukee Ballet

J Mahler’s Third Symphony with Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra

J Sing, Dance, Celebrate! (Produced by MCC)

MCC teaches through performance — High profile
and quality performances:

The 2009-2010 season was a remarkable inaugural
performance season for Artistic Director Storck. From a
sold-out Festival of Winter Spirit December show, to record
enroliment at Roots & Wings and critically acclaimed Sing,

Dance, Celebrate! in May, MCC concerts were a hit with friends
and family. MCC'’s season as guest artist was richer than any

before, containing a constant stream of high profile
performances with difficult repertoire, including two world
premieres and stellar reviews.

The sounds of the choirs "drifted through Uihlein Hall like
glowing angels.” Tom Strini, Third Coast Digest (Stravinsky
Symphony of Psalms).

Milwaukee Children’s Choir is “part of the magic” of Peter Pan.

Elaine Schmitt, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

“MCC was awesome and [Peter Pan composer] Philip
Feeney wrote some amazing music!”
Chorister comment.

Although good reviews enhance MCC’s
reputation, it is the child’s experience that
matters most to us. Throughout the year,
whether it was “the little kids” performing with
“the big kids” at an MCC concert, or Jubilate
performing in the pit with the Milwaukee Ballet
Orchestra (and a crocodile) in Peter Pan while
Wendy, Peter and Tinkerbell danced on stage, or
joining the MSO for Stravinsky’s challenging
Symphony of Psalms, or Youth Chorale singing
Brahms and Bernstein and with MYSO, the
Milwaukee Choristers and the Master Singers,
our choristers had enriching experiences they
will never forget.

“The Stravinsky Symphony of Psalms [with the MSO
and its Chorus] was an experience unlike any other.”
Chorister comment.



Milwaukee Children’s Choir remains dedicated to the community — Improvement to urban outreach:

While participation in most MCC programming is tuition-based, tuition is set arbitrarily low in order to prevent it from
becoming a barrier to participation. Tuition aid is available to qualified children, and no child has ever been turned
away from membership because of money. In addition, MCC's urban outreach program furthers MCC's mission by
bringing months of high quality choral music instruction to elementary school children who live in the City of
Milwaukee and attend Milwaukee schools.

A major revision to MCC's urban outreach occurred during 2009- |
2010. A full-time artistic director gave us more freedom to drive this oS
program. During 2008-2009 MCC's outreach program served
roughly 70 youth. During 2009-2010 we reached almost three times
as many children, at lower cost. Through MCC’s new Harmony
Program, more than 200 children received five months of weekly
choral music instruction in or after school, and participated in
MCC'’s all day Saturday Roots & Wings Festival. We estimate that
about 80% of the children we reached through the Harmony

Program do not receive choral (or any music) programming in their regular classroom currlculum The response to
the new program format was overwhelmingly positive, from both children and schools, and our relationship with
schools was strengthened.

Major funding for our Harmony Program came from grants from
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation, the Wisconsin Arts Board with
funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment
for the Arts, the Herzfeld Foundation, and the MPS Arts
Partnership. At the end of this Report you will find a complete list
of MCC donors .

qx . _ Choir demographics: During 2009-2010 Milwaukee Children’s
VAR Gm5~- Qe #8 Choir represented the best Southeastern Wisconsin has to offer.
\ e . Al We served more than 450 youth, as young as first-grade and as
“old” as high school seniors. More than 30% of those served were
non-Caucasian or mixed race. Choristers represented 55 zip
codes, 38 communities, seven counties, and grades K4-12 from
more than 140 schools.

No doubt about it: We are Milwaukee's children's choir!



“My dad had tears in his eyes he thought it was so great.” Harmony Choir
member comment on Roots & Wings — America: All Cultures in Harmony.

Milwaukee Children’s Choir infrastructure —
Dedicated to organizational growth:

While MCC programs improved, the organization
strengthened its infrastructure. In the fall of 2009,
MCC was awarded a grant by the Nonprofit
Management Fund to have a diagnostic of its
operations performed. The process included a
review of all MCC operations, with a special focus
on governance and staff/board relationship.
Armed with the results, we made changes to
MCC'’s administrative staff structure to better
accommodate our operations. At the board level,
we retained a consultant to assist in board
development. As the year progressed, MCC's
board remained committed and engaged, its
committee system was empowered, board
meeting practices were revised, and by the time
the fiscal year closed MCC was poised to bring on

: ' new board members to join the group of

passionate and dedicated individuals who provide
MCC with leadership and oversight.

Our Financial Year — challenging but ending
on a high note:

For the first time in our history, MCC's Board of Directors adopted a deficit budget for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2010. Over the past several years MCC had worked diligently to build its financial reserve: it grew from $45,281
(June 30 2005) to $145,365 (June 30 2009). We not only realized we needed a nest egg for a rainy day, but also
knew we would face artistic director transition. Our peers informed us that enrollment would drop temporarily during
artistic leadership transition, that special marketing and program efforts would be needed during the transition, and
that we were at a point where we needed full-time, rather than part-time, artistic leadership. We shifted to a full-time
artistic director during the worst recession in recent history, at a time when foundation and other contributed
revenue was falling and MCC was unable to raise tuition. It was indeed our perfect storm!

Faced with a decision whether to cut expenses or use some of our reserve, after
thorough discussion, MCC's board of directors adopted a budget allowing for a $25,000
deficit during fiscal 2010. The deficit was an investment in MCC'’s future and funds were
to be spent on advertising, programming, and the full-time artistic director. MCC'’s board
was convinced that what was arguably a bold move—growth during these difficult

“Remarkably, at a
time when the
national economy

times—was also the most prudent. Reducing certain expenses would lead to ultimate was struggling,
failure down the road. Failing to use the reserve during a time of transition and MCC had the

catastrophic economic collapse was unwise.

largest annual fund campaign in its history, and more corporate funding than ever be-

fore.

second largest
annual fund
During the year we carefully tracked both income and expenses. We cut costs where we campaign in its
could, and the Board of Directors sponsored a special annual fund matching campaign. - EETISIYaYREIa T RAToI8
Remarkably, at a time when the national economy was struggling, MCC had the second corporate funding

than ever before.”




Our Financial Year (continued)

As we closed our fiscal 2010 financial records the year's
deficit was $9,997 rather than the $25,000 approved by the

=7 Board — 60% less than anticipated. And $5,348 of that deficit
/ /| \ was caused by a one-time inventory write-off.

% -

Our fiscal year ended on a high note! Audited results follow:

Income Sources
Tuition and fees for services $115,439
Contributions and grants $165,166
Tickets and admissions $22,008
MCC revenue FY2010
Special Events $11,611
Retail Sales $3,665
Earned

$1 4r1r’]§61 Interest $449
Contributed Total: $318,338

and special

event
$176,777
Schedule of functional expenses:
Salaries and wages $188,044
Payroll taxes $14,120
Advertising $17,673
Bank charges $2,407
MCC FY2010 -
expenses Depreciation $1,588
Fundraising
$12,664 Dues $805
Admin Insurance $4,001
$57,680

Performance and production $36,177
Postage $3,504
Printing $2,504
Professional fees $18,715
Programs Rent $19,842
$257,991 Supplies $9,646
Telephone $1,900
MCC's FY2010 audited financial statements can be Other $7,409
viewed on the Governance page of our website. Total $328,335




In Closing — what made our year possible.

None of what we do is possible without support from
many. In addition to an incredible staff and board, MCC
is blessed with hundreds of families who value choral
music education and are dedicated to the choir. In
addition to attending choir rehearsals, our parents are
active MCC volunteers who provide us with thousands of
hours of volunteer time. Community members supply us
with a steady stream of unpaid office workers. And we
are blessed with financial support from government,
foundation, corporate and individual sources. On the
following pages you will find a list of MCC’s 2009-2010
donors. Their continued generosity makes what we do
possible.

The 2009-2010 season ended with a concert that
celebrated music and dance. We close this report with
lyrics from “Rhythm of Life,” the song that closed our
season:

“For the rhythm of life is a powerful beat,
Puts a tingle in your fingers and a tingle in your feet!
Rhythm on the inside, rhythm on the street,
And the rhythm of life is a powerful beat!”

Sincerely,
Milwaukee Children’s Choir

Q| Milvavkee

Building Noteworthy Character

2009-2010 Donors —
Thank you!

$20,000 and over
United Performing Arts Fund

$10,000 to $19,999

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Mary L. Nohl Fund

Milwaukee Public Schools
Partnership for the Arts

Nonprofit Management Fund

Wisconsin Arts Board (State of

Wisconsin)

$5,000 to $9,999

David and Andrea Dorgan

Milwaukee County Cultural Artistic and
Musical Programming Advisory
Council (CAMPAC)

National Endowment for the Arts

$1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous

$1,000 to $4,999 (cont.)

Gardner Family

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
VELA Fund

Paul and Karylmary Lucey

Jamshed and Deborah Patel

Robert and Mary Peterson

Rockwell Automation

Rob Sholl and Jill Wickham

Robert and Ellen Venable

$500 to $999

Beth and Neal Berger

Christine Burgener

Tom and Jennifer Florsheim

Dr. Carol Hasenyager and Brian Cooley
Dr. and Mrs. David G. Jansson

John and Jean Morack

Brian and Laura Putnam

Rob Sholl and Jill Wickham




$100 to $499

Creatonomy Inc. (Priya Barnes)

Mark and Paula Bell

Richard and Kay Bibler

Sara and Michael Bowen

Heidi Boyd

James and Mary Connelly

John and Georgeana Drehfal

Cummisford, Acevedo &
Associates, LLC

Lee Erickson

Frank and Pauline Fichtner

Robert and Penny Fichtner

Gregory and Margaret Fritsch

Jenny Gettely

Suzanne Marchant and William Gollmar

Michael and Katherine Grebe
Doug and Jane Hagerman

Edward Hammond and Marcia Brooks

Marge and Jim Henderson
Andy and Paula Holman
Dorothy Houle
Paul & Teresa Jennings
Judy and Gary Jorgenson
Judy Perkins and David Keen
Kelben Foundation

(Mary & Ted Kellner)
Danis Kelly
Herbert H. Kohl Charities, Inc.
Kathy and Chris Korinek
Dwayne and Mary Krager
Donald and JoAnne Krause
Irene Krueger
Lands’ End
Robert and Emily Levine
Ann Reinke and David Lucey
Barbara Lund
Patty McNichols
Sara and Howard Miller
Verona Morgan

SINGATHON DONORS!

(

Patrick and Mary Murphy

Janice and Jehangir Patel
Stephen and Susan Ragatz
Stephen and Frances Richman
Daryl Diesing and Marcia Rimai
Roundy’s

Thomas A. and Chris Schumacher
Lois Smith

Rose Purpero Spang

Thane and Carol Storck
Barbara and Christian Steinmetz
Ireene Sullivan

Kent and Marna Tess-Mattner
Jayme Tschanz

Virgie Venable

Thomas and Karen Waldkirch
Michael Walton

WE Energies

Up to $99
Marianna and Michael Bruch
Shirley L. Campbell
Richard and Sharon Canter
Paul and Donna Charney
Bob and Sandy Cristan
Phil and Pat Crump
Gwynne Kennedy and

John DiClemente
Kristin Dillahunt
Dal and Jacki Drummer
Mark Dykstra and Theresa Richter
Mark and Cheryl Hammel
John and Sarah Hill
Lee and Barbara Hutchinson
Donna Jordahl
Kathryn Kaminsky
Anthony and Laurel Kashinn
Elynor L. Kimmel
John and Peggy LaSalle
Jim and Marianne LeTart

Bart and Terri Adrian
Albelo

Mindi Anderson
Cynthia Armstead

' Badzinski

Franc Beeson

_ Judith Beiler
_ Mark and Paula Bell

Amy Bender

Joanne Berg

Bailey Bierle

Kayla Bierle

Michel and Linda Bitar
Jay Blind

Jane Lukic and Chris Kegel

Larry Marx and Deb Rosen

Emily Sue Medford

Neil and Janna O'Connell

Bob and Marie Pangman

Shirin Patel

Dale and Barbara Pforr

Margaret Purser

Michael and Jennifer Rakowiecki
Chuck and Sharon Robinson

Roger Ruggeri and Andrea Wagoner
Tim and Denise Saviano

Fr. Donald Schmidt

Craig and Linda Settler

Bob Smith and Sarah McEneany
Gregory Smrz and Lorinda Liongson
Sandra Topps

Mark and Yvonne Wagner

Theresa Witt

Michael Wright

In Kind Gifts

Applecrest Preparatory
Leadership Academy

Creatonomy Inc.

Dover Street Elementary School

Golda Meir School

Mequon United Methodist Church

Milwaukee Youth Arts Center

Mount Carmel Lutheran Church

Rawson Elementary

Steinway Piano Gallery of Milwaukee

Trowbridge Street School

Meghan Bolens

James and Joanne Bonin

Deanne Boyce

Melina Braeger

Kenneth Brown

Timothy Brown

Deb and Jeff Brunner

Barbara Caskey

Thomas Clopton and
Celeste Giunta

Wayne Cook

John and Kristina Coppo

Carrie Crossot

Grace Dahlke



Steve Daily

Andy and Lynn Davis

Lillie Davis

Bridget DeLoge

Matthew and Bridget DeLoge
Sabina Diehr

Dave and Andrea Dorgan
Lori Falci

Terry and Sue Falci
Joanne Fournier

Beth Frassetto

Bill and Sandy French

Sue Gagnon

Gail Gallagher

Joyce Gallagher

Zoe Ganos

Jean Gatz

Gretchen Geiser

Dick Geldreich

Art and Marilyn George
E. Gierach & Son
Jeffrey and Diana Gorecki
Joan Graves

William and Christine
Kapsos-Green

Mike and Pat Griffin

LR

Maureen Haines
Marilyn Hanover

Laurie Hansen-Cardona
Debra Heard

Carla Herried

Janet Hilts

Jason and Colleen Hodel

Judy Hodel
Walter Hodel
Marge Hohner
DeAnna Jackson
Grandma Jackson
Tracy Jackson
Tina Jackson Brown
Annie Jacobson
Alex Janowski
Arlene Janowski
Jeffrey Johnson
Joan Johnson
Doris Jones

Kevin and Karen Jones

Terry Joost

Laurel Kashinn

Tony Kashinn

Tanisha Kendall
Michael and Vicki Kent
Joseph and Mary Klein
Elyse Kohn

Dwayne and Mary Krager
Mary Kremer

Chad Kubiak

Irene Kurtz

Mary Laabs

Laurel Kashinn

Jim and Ann Leigh
Scott Leigh

Robert and Emily Levin
Lindbeck

James and Jean Linn
Lorena Liongson
Lorinda Liongson
Christopher Lo

Sheila Long

Kathy Lorenz

Dan Lotesto

Vashti Lozier

Anne MacLeod

Marian MacLeod

Barry and Julie Mainwood
Leslie Martin

Owen and Laura McVann
Dianna Merriett

Kirk Messer

Bernie Miser

Stephen and Jennifer Moss
Billie Norton

Ben and Lisa Olson

Eric and Cori Olson

Leanne Orta

Hatsuko Palmisano

Alex Paniagua

Paula Papanek

Joshua and Monica Parkes
Debbie Patel

Dannette and Gary Patterson
Gloria Patterson




Oscar Patterson

Grandma and Grandpa Pederson
Dianne Pintar

Amy Polacek

Kenneth and Susan Presberg
Brian and Laura Putnam
Anastasia Radetski

Janice Radetski

Jim Radetski

Jennifer Rakowiecki

Corinne Rivas

Joseph and Corinne Rivas
Ramona Rogers-Windsor
Betty Rokicki

Virgil Rokicki

Wayne Rokicki

Deborah Rosen

Mark Ruffles

Vivian Sachs

Jordan Samorajski

Narysa Sardari

Timothy and Denise Saviano
Patricia Savitt

Therese Schaefer

WA

THE UNITED PERFORMING ARTS FUND

James Scharles

David Schick

Nancy Schoettel

Carol Scott

Paul Serketich

Vicky Shinners

Natalie Singer

Meredith Skelton Family
Skonecki

Rehanna Skonecki
Brooke Smith

Greg Smrz

Jeffrey and Anne Spadaro
Rose Purpero Spang
Mike and Pat Stansell
Catherine Startt

Carol Storck

AWAKE

CAMPAC

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Janelle Tauzell

Chris Tews

Pat Tyler

Unke

Albert and Susan Van Lith
Grandma Van Lith

Cindy and David Vande Leest
Mark Veenstra

Stephanie Voltolina
Walsh

Aaron Weiss

Jenny Weiss

Richard and Barb Weiss
Albert and Patricia White
Anne White

George and Antoinette White
Paul and Joy Wiencek
Alan and Jodi Williams
Ann Williamsen

Scott Winter

Theresa Witt

Jennifer Yang

Samantha Yang

Reggie Zamora

Tom and Shelley Ziech
Megan Zinda

Al and Grandpa Melvin

i1 w o a u ko oe @
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©
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